
 
 

 WEEK 6 DEVOTIONAL 

NABOTH’S VINEYARD | Confronting the Dragon of Selfishness 

RECEIVE 

Slowly. Prayerfully, read and/or listen to 1 Kings 21:1–28, two times. 

Before and after each reading, pray asking the Spirit of Christ to guide you into 

knowing and living what you are receiving from the Scriptures. Consider, what 

does God want you to reflect on and learn from? 

REFLECT 

1. In verse 4, we see Ahab exhibiting behavior more befitting a toddler than 

the king of Israel in response to not getting his way. How do you behave 

when you don’t get your way at home? At work? While driving?  

2. Being as practical as possible, brainstorm ways you can shift your 

perspective of not getting your way as an opportunity to appreciate all that 

you have. Work through roles in your life or part of your day. 

3. Jezebel’s plot to acquire Naboth’s vineyard (verses 7–13) reveals that her 

moral compass was wildly uncalibrated. Ahab’s whims mattered more to 

her than Naboth’s life and the godly ways Naboth tried to preserve. 

Considering how you share and steward your time, talents, and treasures, 

what might need some adjustment to be more aligned with the generosity 

and values of God? 

 

 



 

4. A brief glance at social media or the evening news will show just how the 

moral compass of so many seems in need of recalibration. Review the 

Scriptures below as a reference to align your values and actions with those 

of the life, practice, and teachings of Jesus. 

• 2 Timothy 3:14 

• James 1:21–25 

• Proverbs 3:5–7 

• Psalm 1:1–2 

• Matthew 7:24–27 

5. Share with each other how familiar or unfamiliar you are with the spiritual 

practice of tithing. What is your tension with it? If you practice tithing, what 

have you learned?  

6. Verse 27 describes Ahab’s repentance upon hearing the Lord’s sentence. 

For this, the Lord delays the judgment on Ahab’s house. Do descriptions of 

God’s judgment make you feel uncomfortable? How do you reconcile the 

loving Father and the Righteous Judge? 

RESPOND 

1.  How can you reflect the staggering generosity of God this week? Prayerfully, 

consider a way that you can lift one person to their God-given potential this 

week by extending generosity to them. 

2.  On your own, take some time and consider what percentage of your income 

do you actually give towards the Kingdom of Christ? Don’t guess. Do some 

number crunching. Then come up with a plan to work towards tithing. If you 

are already tithing and realized it’s not a box to check but an ongoing 

lifestyle of generosity to consider where God is leading you to give of 

yourself even more generously.  

 

 

 



 

RESOURCES 

It is often helpful to know the context and a little background about the Book 

as it can help inform our understanding of the stories shared. Take a few 

minutes and watch this overview of the Book of Kings by the Bible Project 

SCRIPTURE 

1 Kings 21:1–28 New International Version 

Some time later there was an incident involving a vineyard belonging to 

Naboth the Jezreelite. The vineyard was in Jezreel, close to the palace of Ahab 

king of Samaria. 2 Ahab said to Naboth, “Let me have your vineyard to use for a 

vegetable garden, since it is close to my palace. In exchange I will give you a 

better vineyard or, if you prefer, I will pay you whatever it is worth.”  
3 But Naboth replied, “The Lord forbid that I should give you the inheritance of 

my ancestors.” 4 So Ahab went home, sullen and angry because Naboth the 

Jezreelite had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my ancestors.” He lay 

on his bed sulking and refused to eat. 5 His wife Jezebel came in and asked him, 

“Why are you so sullen? Why won’t you eat?” 6 He answered her, “Because I 

said to Naboth the Jezreelite, ‘Sell me your vineyard; or if you prefer, I will give 

you another vineyard in its place. ’But he said, ‘I will not give you my 

vineyard.’” 7 Jezebel his wife said, “Is this how you act as king over Israel? Get 

up and eat! Cheer up. I’ll get you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”  
8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, placed his seal on them, and sent them 

to the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city with him. 9 In those letters 

she wrote: Proclaim a day of fasting and seat Naboth in a prominent place 

among the people. 10 But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have them 

bring charges that he has cursed both God and the king. Then take him out and 

stone him to death.”11 So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth’s city did 

as Jezebel directed in the letters she had written to them. 12 They proclaimed a 

fast and seated Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 13 Then two 

scoundrels came and sat opposite him and brought charges against Naboth 

before the people, saying, “Naboth has cursed both God and the king.” So they 

took him outside the city and stoned him to death. 14 Then they sent word to 

Jezebel: “Naboth has been stoned to death.” 15 As soon as Jezebel heard that 

Naboth had been stoned to death, she said to Ahab, “Get up and take 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/kings/


 

possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite that he refused to sell you. 

He is no longer alive, but dead.” 16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, he 

got up and went down to take possession of Naboth’s vineyard. 17 Then the 

word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 18 “Go down to meet Ahab king of 

Israel, who rules in Samaria. He is now in Naboth’s vineyard, where he has gone 

to take possession of it. 19 Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: Have you not 

murdered a man and seized his property?’ Then say to him, ‘This is what 

the Lord says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick 

up your blood—yes, yours!’”20 Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my 

enemy! “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to 

do evil in the eyes of the Lord. 21 He says, ‘I am going to bring disaster on you.  

I will wipe out your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in 

Israel—slave or free.22 I will make your house like that of Jeroboam son of 

Nebat and that of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have aroused my anger 

and have caused Israel to sin.’ 23 “And also concerning Jezebel the Lord says: 

‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’ 24 “Dogs will eat those 

belonging to Ahab who die in the city, and the birds will feed on those who die 

in the country.” 25 (There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do 

evil in the eyes of the Lord, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 26 He behaved in the 

vilest manner by going after idols, like the Amorites the Lord drove out before 

Israel.) 27 When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on 

sackcloth and fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly. 28 Then the 

word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




